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February 13, 1997

Lester Snow
Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

. . 1416 - 9th Street~ Suhe 1155 =.. ~ ....
Sacramento, California 94814

ACWA’s misaion is

in prnmolb~g
development,
,,,.,,.~.~,,~,, ~,,a Enclosed herewith is a proposal for an ertviromriezztal w~Ler be~t
..,,..t ~ q..l~ ma.nagement practices program which I recently received. After readizg
~,~r,~ ~.~ to~.a it, i have decided to send it along to you with a request that it be

practi "cal t’~s( in an
~nvi~,r~,~tt~, reviewed by the CALFED Program azad d2scussed by Zhe I3~.y-Dclta
~,t,.a~,.,~,. Advisory Cotmcil.

As you lmow~ I have been advocatin$ for some time, both at BDAC
meetings and elsewhere, that an envirmarneutal water best management
practices program be developed alongside similar programs for
agrieultur~l and urban water use, This paper is a credible start on the
discussion of such a program.

I should make it clear that I thi.uk some of the provisions in this paper
may be better addressed in some venue other than a discussion of
environmental BMPs, For knstazce, the management of i~steam flows ~s
already ~t subject of intense discussion and debate in ~e Ecosystem
Roundtable, among the CALFED agencies, and among the stakeholders.
However, d~scu~sions about div~r~iu~xb, ~utm~.gea~e~t of water, and

A~so=~fi,,n otCali¢(~nia discharges from wetland areas are issues on which an environmental
water hllmdes BMP workgroup could provide some rea! benefits. Since CALFED will910 K Street, ,,¢uite 250
~"-acr,~rllel,tu, Cali(ortlitl likely Ln¢lude cxp~nsion of wetlands as pnrt of its rccommcndcd9~, ~.~r package, this t~kes on even ~eater importance,
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Some have said that eravironmental u~e is different from agricultural or
Ha, o~th. S=,~       urban water use and should, therefore, not be subjected to efficiency
444 N. Capitol St., N.W, tests. I’m somewhat surprised by that pos~tiort, since thesame could be
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said about ~e ditt~rences between agricultural and urban water uses. The issues,
the technologies, and the pmctice.~ are very different in agricultural and urban
settings, but because they both use a valuable resource, they are tightly subjected
to scrutiny and to measurable indices of eff:ciency. Water diverted for and water
discharged from environmental uses should likewise be held to some standard in
order to maximize the social benefit of a precious and limited resource such as
water,

Accordingly, I request that you circulate this to the BDAC members and calendar
it fo~ dlscussi.oxx nt the earliest convenient date. I will bc h,tppy to diseusz this with
other members of BDAC and to pa~cipate in effo~ tO develop an envixonmental
best management practices program that we can all support.

Sincerely,

F.×aeutive Director                      -

SKH:alr
Enclosure
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